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UNITED STATES
SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION

Washington, D.C. 20549

 

FORM 8-K
CURRENT REPORT

Pursuant to Section 13 or 15(d) of the
Securities Exchange Act of 1934

   
Date of Report (Date of earliest event reported):  August 7, 2008

Merrill Lynch & Co., Inc.
 

(Exact Name of Registrant as Specified in its Charter)
     

Delaware  1-7182  13-2740599
  

(State or Other  (Commission  (I.R.S. Employer
Jurisdiction of  File Number)  Identification No.)
Incorporation)     

     
4 World Financial Center, New York, New York    10080
(Address of Principal Executive Offices)    (Zip Code)

     
Registrant’s telephone number, including area code:    (212) 449-1000

 

(Former Name or Former Address, if Changed Since Last Report.)

Check the appropriate box below if the Form 8-K filing is intended to simultaneously satisfy the filing obligation of the registrant under any of the following
provisions:

o   Written communications pursuant to Rule 425 under the Securities Act (17 CFR 230.425)

o   Soliciting material pursuant to Rule 14a-12 under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14a-12)

o   Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 14d-2(b) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14d-2(b))

o   Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 13e-4(c) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.13e-4(c))
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Item 8.01 Other Events.

On August 7, 2008, Merrill Lynch & Co., Inc. (“Merrill Lynch”) issued a press release, which is filed as Exhibit 99.1 to this Current Report on Form 8-K, which is
incorporated herein by reference in its entirety.

This information furnished under this Item 8.01, including Exhibit 99.1 shall be considered “filed” for purposes of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as
amended.
 

Item 9.01 Financial Statements and Exhibits.

     (d) Exhibits.
     

Exhibit Number   
 99.1  Press release, dated August 7, 2008, issued by Merrill Lynch & Co., Inc.
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SIGNATURE

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the undersigned
hereunto duly authorized.
     
 MERRILL LYNCH & CO., INC.

(Registrant)
 

 

 By:  /s/ Judith A. Witterschein   
  Judith A. Witterschein  

  Vice President and
Corporate Secretary  

 

Date: August 7, 2008
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EXHIBIT INDEX
     

Exhibit Number   
 99.1  Press release, dated August 7, 2008, issued by Merrill Lynch & Co., Inc.
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News
Merrill Lynch & Co., Inc.

   
 World Headquarters
 4 World Financial Center
 New York, New York 10080

 

  Release date: August 7, 2008
   
  For information contact:
  Media Relations:
  Mark Herr (212) 449-8548
  Mark_Herr@ml.com
  Investor Relations:
   
  Grace Yoon (866) 607-1234
  Investor_Relations@ml.com

MERRILL LYNCH TO BUY AUCTION RATE SECURITIES
POSITIONS FROM ITS RETAIL CLIENTS

     NEW YORK, August 7, 2008 — Merrill Lynch (NYSE: MER) today announced that effective January 15, 2009, and through January 15, 2010, it will offer to buy at par
auction rate securities sold by it to its retail clients.

     “Our clients have been caught in an unprecedented liquidity crisis,” said John A. Thain, chairman and chief executive officer. “We are solving it by giving them the option
of selling their positions to us.”

     “We have made tremendous strides in working with issuers during the last five months; over 40 percent of our clients’ auction rate holdings have been liquidated,” said
Robert J. McCann, president of Global Wealth Management. “But we are not satisfied with this pace, even though the marketplace continues to move forward and we expect
issuer redemptions to accelerate with time. With this offer, we continue to put the interests of our clients first.”

     Merrill Lynch acknowledges the important role being played by the Securities and Exchange Commission; the New York state attorney general, Andrew M. Cuomo; the
Massachusetts Securities Division and the North American Securities Administrators Association on these issues. Merrill Lynch also will continue to work closely with and
encourage auction rate securities issuers in their restructuring efforts to resolve the outstanding liquidity issues for all of Merrill Lynch’s retail and institutional clients.

-MORE-
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     Merrill Lynch’s action creates liquidity for more than 30,000 clients who hold municipal, closed-end funds and student loan auction rate securities. Merrill Lynch retail
clients currently hold an estimated $12 billion in auction rate securities, which Merrill Lynch expects to be reduced to under $10 billion by January 2009 as a result of
announced and anticipated issuer redemptions. In addition to its offer to buy auction rate securities, Merrill Lynch will continue to actively provide clients with attractive loan
arrangements to give them needed liquidity.

     Under the plan announced today, retail clients of Merrill Lynch would have a year, beginning on January 15, 2009, and ending January 15, 2010, in which to sell Merrill
Lynch their auction rate securities, if they so wish. Retail clients include individuals, charitable institutions and many family-owned and small businesses. Auction rate
securities that are the subject of pending issuer redemptions or successful auctions will not be eligible for purchase by Merrill Lynch.

     The auction rate securities that are owned by Merrill Lynch’s clients are predominantly rated AAA and are not credit-impaired. Merrill Lynch does not expect its purchase
of auction rate securities in 2009 through 2010 to have a materially adverse impact on its capital ratios, liquidity, or consolidated financial performance.

     Merrill Lynch is one of the world’s leading wealth management, capital markets and advisory companies, with offices in 40 countries and territories and total client assets
of approximately $1.6 trillion. As an investment bank, it is a leading global trader and underwriter of securities and derivatives across a broad range of asset classes and serves
as a strategic advisor to corporations, governments, institutions and individuals worldwide. Merrill Lynch owns approximately half of BlackRock, one of the world’s largest
publicly traded investment management companies, with more than $1.4 trillion in assets under management at June 30, 2008. For more information on Merrill Lynch, please
visit www.ml.com .
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